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THE PRESTON WORK. 

Sunday night, Jan. 26, I closed my 
work for the present at this point. I 
leave forty members where once we had 
none, and a King's Children Society of 
sixty members. Fifteen families are 
now connected with the church, through 
some of its members, four entire families, 
and the EVANGELIST has been placed in 
every family. 

Preston is a small town on the B. M., 
some six miles east of Falls City, and 
about the same distance from the Mis- 
souri river, on the edge of the Sax and 
Foit Indian reservation. It has had the 
reputation of being a hard place and 
needed the Gospel all the more. 

I had expected to be in Ohio this 
month, but the work here was ripe, and 
as it opened up it had to be taken or let 
fall into other hands. Our evangelist and 
preacher was busy and could not be had, 
and I was drawn into it by a direct call 
from God, that is, I understood the situa- 
tion, saw the opportunity and had the 
ability to do the work ; and that is a good 
enough call from God for me. It would 
have been a sin and a shame to have neg- 
lected this place. 

The last night of the meeting I called 
for expressions, and one brother said that 
last year there was much demand for a 
jail, but he thought the town now had the 
best thing it ever had, and a Brethren 
church would take care of the boys much 
better than a calaboose. One old broth- 
er said he had been praying for fifteen 
years for the Lord to work in I'reston and 
his prayers were now being answered. 

The baptizing occurred in Bethany 
church, some eight miles from where the 
meetings were held. The first Sunday 
twenty-one were baptized. Twenty from 
Preston, one from Hamlin, the Professor 
of the public school who had made a con- 
fession during a meeting held in the Chris- 
tian church. Bethany church held the 
largest congregation it ever held during 
my acquaintance with it, which has been 
from the day of dedication. A most sol- 
emn feeling pervaded the large audience 
and impressions were made that will be 
far reaching. 

The second Sunday the audience was 
nearly as large, and the impression was 
as deep. Fifteen were baptized. The 
work was done quietly and earnestly in 
fifteen minutes, which was surprising to 
some of our single immersion friends who 
were under the impression that it would 
take an hour to baptize. Indeed our en- 
tire services of both Sundays were a bright 

cloud on our church mountain and it was 
good to be there. 

One gentleman said he would wait and 
see if they held out; if so, he would come. 
This is not the way to do, but I believe if 
he sticks to his assertion he will come. A 
young man who has scattered a few wild 
oats joined church among the first. Last 
week he received a letter from a young 
lady in another town to attend a leap year 
ball. He wrote her that he had joined 
church and would attend no more balls. 
That way of acting will settle temptations 
and enable any one to "stick." 

Having to go home to fill an appoint- 
ment, I secured Brother Scotthom, a Sun- 
day-school missionary of Nebraska to 
take my place over Sunday. He assisted 
me during the last week, and donated the 
Sunday-school a fine lot of Bibles and 
Testaments which are highly appreciated. 
The Sunday-school has been a union 
school, numbering between sixty and sev- 
enty members. Brother J. D. Wicks, su- 
perintendent. 

To give a history of the place, and 
mention all who have helped would make 
my letter rather lengthy. I need only 
say that the people of Preston know what 
true hospitality is, and are ready and will- 
ing to show it. They are anxious to see 
the kingdom extended. Help the work 
all you can, pray fbr the success of Zion. 

JOHN DUKE MCFADEN. 

PROM PORTIS, KAN. 

After a short delay I take up my pen to 
report the success of our meeting at this 
place. On Xmas eve Brother Keller com- 
menced a series of meetings in the Portis 
school-house, which lasted until Jan. 21. 
Owing to opposition from the M. E's, the 
immediate result was not as great as one 
would expect. Yet we are far from dis- 
couraged. Seven precious souls have "put 
on Christ" and gone their ways rejoicing. 
It was the harvest of seed sown last winter 
and carefully nourished by that "ever- 
green S. S. and K. C. Society." We are 
earnestly laboring for the upbuilding of 
Christ's kingdom. Pray, brethren and 
sisters, for the success of our efforts. 

Though beset on every hand by those 
who malign us, we turn to the Savior and 
find consolation in Matt. 5 : 11, 12. 

Then, too, we realize that it is a mani- 
festation of Divine love and favor, "for 
whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and 
scourgeth every son whom he receiveth." 
Ileb. 12:6. 

Oh ! What comfort and joy is the por- 
tion of the believer in Christ, who can rely 
on the promise contained in the verse fol- 
lowing—"If ye endure chastening, God 
dealeth with you as with sons." 

E. L. MASON. 

FROM LOUISVILLE OHUROH. 

The annual election of Sabbath-school 
officers resulted in the choice of (by tie 
vote) superintendent for '96, brethren 
Lewis Hang and David Weirech. These 
brethren are well qualified for their duties 
being in their present situations through 
'95. Our school is progressing nicely and 
with increasing interest; some of the 
scholars of '95 are members in '96. Praise 
the Lord. There is much food for thought 
in the fact that a consecrated Sunday- 
school teacher exerts a wonderful life-giv- 
ing influence over his or her class and may 
add to the jewels in their crown. The 
Young People's Society under the super 
vision of brothtr A. S. Knoll is also do- 
ing work for God and humanity. May 
God bless their efforts in making both use- 
ful and more consecrated, the influences 
that should permeate the church at large. 
The prayer-meeting on Wednesday even- 
ings could accomodate more, the seats 
not near being filled. We believe that all 
the members should attend, if not regular- 
ly, as often as possible. Our country 
members could spend an evening to profit 
and encouragement also of others by a 
little sacrifice on their part. Brothers, 
sisters, will you do so ? The preaching 
exercises are tolerably well attended, and 
Brother Kimmel's sermons are replete with 
earnest solicitations for the welfare, the 
up-building, the increased spirituality of 
every member and should any lack—be 
sickly or die, we fear the fault lies in non 
attendance on spiritual duties and not on 
the part of the pastor. 

The Missionary Society is still aliveand 
collecting funds for the advancement of 
Gospel truths in home and foreign fields. 
Hope they may be supported as they 
should. 

The S. S. C. E. is also with us and as 
Sister Grossnickle will soon be here, we 
look for increased interest, increased work 
and further good from this noble band of 
workers. King's Children are at Louis- 
ville and a happy band apparently. They 
are coming to the front in the way of con- 
ducting exercises, and their meetings are 
creditable to all, and furnish good enter- 
tainment for older and more experienced 
Christians. Taking it all in all, the church 
here at Louisville is getting along nicely 
despite the trials, difficulties and perplexi- 
ties incident to spiritual life. We pray 
God's blessing on all and every influence 
for good, and we earnestly desire to see 
more efficient work in the year ol grace 
now entered than the one past. We should 
grow in grace and knowledge and in all 
things pertaining to the spiritual life, 
watching and praying, for the Lord soon 
will return. Have oil in your vessel 
brother. H. P. BRINKWORTH. 


